Algi 

fiy By Jean M. White 

Reprinted from yesterday's late editions 

Alger Hfes, a man whose case still 
nags, at the American conscience after 
more than a quarter-century, had stayed 
up '-into the V early-morning hours 
Wednesday to' read 355 pages of FBI 
documents just released to him, 
v searching for fresh evidence and en- 
, couragement in -his long fight for 
vindication 

Still, the lawyer and former diplomat, 
now 70 and still working as a sales- 
man for a New' York printing house, 

' kept- his appointment to come to 
Washington to talk and answer ques- 
tions: for the Washington Press Ciub 
Wednesday night before an audience 
of more than 250, a big turnout for 
such an event. 

If Hiss avoided direct mention of 
the downfall of Richard -Nixon in his 
introductory remarks, he couldn’t es- 
cape questions about Watergate and 
■ the man who, as an, ambitious fresh- 
man congressman, pursued the Hiss 
case to vault to national political 
prominence as his first step to the 
White! House. 

Finally, after being asked a qu.:s- 
tion about the benefits of Watergate, 
Hiss spoke of its cleansing value and 
the restoration of public confidence. 
He then paused to add — joyfully but 
without gloating: “And we got rid of 
Nixon!” 

In the midst of the fiery emotions 
and righteous indignation that have 
swirled around his name, Hiss re- 
mains a soft-spoken, courtly, gentle 
man.. He answers pointed questions. 



r Hiss: Gentle 



lights his pipe, -and thinks out an an- 
swer with deliberateness. Now .nearing 
71 (his birthday is in November), his 
leanness— which always made him ap- 
pear taller than hjs 6 feet— tends to 
gauntness and his graying t(J match 
his favorite gray suits. Only his deep- 
set blue eyes give any hint of emotion. 

Wednesday night there was no bit- 
terness or anger of a wronged man, 
no hyperbole of words. But over the' 
years. Hiss, best known earlier as an 
indifferent speaker, a bit standoffish, 
has acquired a gentle wit and a 
charming grace in 3&ndling questions. 

. For his own remarks Wednesday- 
night, Hiss chose the long perspective 
to look back on the McCarthy years 
“to remind you there was a time when 
McCarthy ■ ■ -was respectable.” He 
warned that a demagogue could be 
given power and respectability if pub-- 
lie figures avoided taking stands. Two’ 
anecdotes which Hiss heard only re- 
cently made his point: how Sen. Mc- 
Carthy had been invited into the 
homes of Sen. Pvobert Taft and then 
days, of his rise to power. 

Later, asked if he thought this .coun- 
try could “survive” another era of 
McCarthyism with politically moti- ' 
vated witch hunts, Hiss — whose .own 
ease came to the headlines just as 
McCarthy appeared— held out hope 
that the public today has become ’‘po- 
litically sophisticated” and would 
resist the “confusion and fear that 
led to the public hysteria” of the 
McCarthy era. 

Hiss always has argued that he 
was ’ convicted more by’ the public 
climate than by hard evidence. "He 
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